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labours of that august assembly had been fore-
stalled by a private arrangement made between
Lord Salisbury himself and Count Schouvaloff, the
Russian Ambassador in London. An outsider
employed by the Foreign Office to copy the secret
treaty had made a private copy for himself, and
had sold it to the Globe newspaper, which pub-
lished the text in extenso on the evening of June
I4th.

England alone had made the subjection of the
Treaty of San Stefano to a European Congress
a question of peace or war. It now appeared that
she was ready to back up every demand of Russia
except one. Instead of a big Bulgaria, there was
to be a little one, with a territory two-fifths of the
size originally determined, and a population
reduced from four to one and a-half millions.
Another fifth, with a population of nearly a million,
was to be formed into a province called Eastern
Roumelia, to be placed more directly under
Turkish sovereignty, but with guarantees against
its worst abuses. The remaining two-fifths reverted
to the chances of alternate oppression and anarchy.
As a fee for her good offices England was to occupy
Cyprus, paying tribute for it to the Porte.

BeaconsIIeld and Salisbury represented England
in the rather farcical gathering of diplomatists who
met at Berlin to register the articles of the secret
treaty* Such was the dread and hatred of Russia
entertained at that time by the German people, and
such the influence of Hebrew journalists on public
opinion, that the not very great concessions extorted
from Prince Gortchakoff by Beaconsileld made our
PritneMinister the Idol of allclasses In Germany, even